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TEXT:  John 17:1-11a 
THEME:  Jesus Deserves All the Glory 

1. The Glory Was His from All Eternity 
2. He Prays for All of Us 

 
Dear Christian Friends: 
 
In the city of Rome stands a great temple named the Pantheon, which means “all gods.”  In 
other words, this architectural wonder was built to give honor to all the gods the Romans 
believed in.   
 
But the God of the Bible is one God.  In regard to his glory, he says, “I am the LORD; that 
is my name!  I will not give my glory to another or my praise to idols” (Isaiah 42:8).  
The true God will not share his glory with other gods. 
 
Today we are looking at a special prayer spoken by Jesus and recorded in John chapter 
17.  It is a heartwarming prayer.  But in it, Jesus also makes a bold and strong confession.   
After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:  “Father, the time has 
come.  Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. …Glorify me in your 
presence with the glory I had with you before the world began” (John 17:1,5). 
 
In those verses, Jesus calls upon God the Father to glorify him with the glory he had 
“before the world began.”  With this simple phrase, Jesus reveals something amazing 
about himself.  Although he was born into this world, as the true Son of God he has always 
existed and always will exist.  Though he was humble in appearance, the glory of the true 
God is his from all eternity.  Though he would die a humble death for the sins of the whole 
world, the Father would glorify him once again. 
 
Yet why don’t we always give him the glory he deserves?  We may not be tempted to 
worship the gods of the Pantheon, but we are continually tempted to give glory to created 
things rather than to Jesus.  We glorify things that don’t really matter:  pleasure, money, 
work, recognition or popularity.  The joy of watching a sporting event or a good movie can 
almost turn into a worship service to our favorite athlete or sports team, actor or actress.  
Don’t believe me?  Then why do we have so many “halls of fame” that are like shrines to 
which people make sacred pilgrimages?  Look in your closet.  How many pieces of your 
clothing bear your favorite team’s logo compared to how many pieces of Christian “witness 
wear” you own?  Why is there a popular TV program blatantly called “American Idol”?   If 
you constantly have ear buds in or earphones on your head, do you ever listen, do you 
ever fill your head with spiritual songs that give glory to Jesus, your Savior? 
 
But the spectacle Jesus put on places everything else into perspective.  He defeated sin 
and death.  He battled Satan and won.  Remember, the devil is not the king or ruler of hell; 
he suffers punishment and torment there just like all unbelievers and those who have 
turned away from God, refusing to give him glory.  Praise be to Christ for coming into this 
world to redeem us in spite of our slowness to give him all glory!  As the Apostle John 
writes, “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  We have seen his 
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glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth” (John 1:14).   
 
And in this wonderful prayer, JESUS PRAYS FOR ALL OF US.  “I’ll pray for you.”  You 
probably heard that when you were going through a time of trouble.  A friend saw what you 
were experiencing and promised to approach God in prayer on your behalf.  No doubt you 
found comfort in knowing that you had a Christian friend bringing your needs before God.  
You found comfort in the assurance that the Lord listens to those prayers because he 
promises, “The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to 
their prayer” (1 Peter 3:12).  That is one of the reasons we here at Trinity have a prayer 
chain, so that we can pray for our brothers and sisters in the faith who are in some specific 
need.  If you would like to be a part of that prayer chain, or if you would like to request the 
prayers of Trinity’s “prayer warriors,” all you need to do is call the church office and talk to 
Kathy.  It brings great comfort to know that others are praying for you.  When my mother 
passed away, one of the things I knew I would miss the most were her prayers for me.  
What comfort they brought me! 
 
Yet what greater comfort we have in knowing that the Son of God himself prays for us.  The 
prayer that we are considering today has become known as Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer.  It 
is called that because, as our High Priest, Jesus prayed and continues to pray this prayer 
on behalf of all who believe in him.  Jesus prayed to his heavenly Father, “I have revealed 
you to those whom you gave me out of the world.  I pray for them.  I am not praying 
for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours” (John 17:6a,9).  
Note first of all that Jesus prays for “those whom you [the Father] gave me out of the 
world.”  Namely, Jesus prays for the disciples sitting around him.  But later on in his prayer 
he adds, “My prayer is not for them alone.  I pray also for those who will believe in 
me through their message” (John 17:20).  That is you and me!  In his High Priestly 
Prayer, Jesus prayed specifically for you and me.  How awesome is that! 
 
We certainly do not deserve to have Jesus speak to the Father on our behalf.  Too often we 
fail to speak up for him in our day-to-day lives.  Too often we ignore the privilege of 
approaching him in prayer.  Too often we neglect our relationship with him because we are 
not regularly using his Word.  Too often we lose heart in times of trouble rather than 
trusting in his mercy, power, and wisdom. 
 
Nevertheless, Jesus continues to intercede for each of us.  He pleads our case before the 
Father by pointing to his all-atoning sacrifice on the cross.  Even when our faith grows weak 
and we stumble and fall, he begs the heavenly Father to be merciful and patient with us.  
He speaks to the Lord in our defense.   
 
My friends, rejoice when a Christian friend is praying for you.  And then rest in the fact that 
our risen and victorious Savior has our best interests in mind, rules the entire universe for 
our good, and “is also interceding for us” (Romans 8:34).  Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
As we observed our nation’s Memorial Day this past week, O Lord, we thought of two 
sacrifices.  The first and most important is the one you made, dearest Jesus, on the cross.  
You gave yourself for us that we might live.  The second is the sacrifice that people in the 
military have made throughout the history of our nation.  Whether they made the ultimate 
sacrifice—death—or faithfully served without physical harm, they all served so that our 
nation could remain clear of oppression.  We take this time to thank you and them for what 
they have done.  We ask you to keep our Trinity members who are currently serving our 
country at home and abroad in your protecting care, and to bring them home safely to us 
when their tours of duty are finished.  Keep them strong in their faith through your Word.  
We salute you, gracious God!  Amen. 
 


